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Tallahassee Merchants and Former Patients Partner 
to Benefit the Angie Deeb Cancer Unit
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It all started with an informal discussion at a meeting of the Tallahassee
Memorial Cancer Center’s Patient Family Advisory Council. “Someone
mentioned that it would be nice if there were some media - CDs, DVDs
or video tapes - for the people undergoing chemotherapy, but generally
for patients in the Angie Deeb Cancer Unit,” recalls Eleanor Dietrich a
Tallahassee Memorial Volunteer and former patient. “I thought, well, I
can get some media, but then I realized that you also have to have the
equipment to play it on, someone to install the equipment and a system
to keep it all organized.” 

Eleanor was diagnosed with early stage breast cancer in October 2004
and underwent seven weeks of radiation treatment at Tallahassee
Memorial. “I didn’t have to be an inpatient or undergo chemotherapy as
part of my treatment, but being a member of the Advisory Council made
me want to know more about the inpatient Angie Deeb Unit. I thought
that if I was going to be on the council helping with a project like this
would give me a better understanding. That was my motivation.” 

Armed with a Wish List from the staff of the Angie Deeb Cancer Unit,
Eleanor and her friends, fellow TMH Volunteers Cecile Baker and Molly
Hocking, met with representatives of the TMH Foundation.  

Together, they approached leadership from three local Wal-Mart and one
Sam’s Club stores. A meeting and tour of TMH’s Angie Deeb Unit
resulted in a gift of $4,000 toward the purchase of media equipment
including VCR, DVD, CD and cassette players. With the generosity of the
store managers, eventually there will be a DVD/VCR player installed in
each of the 24 inpatient rooms, as well as, portable equipment for the 
13 individual chemotherapy stations.

“Wal-Mart was very interested when we were contacted about helping
the Angie Deeb Cancer Unit,” says Kim Shaw, Customer Service Manager
and Community Involvement Coordinator. “All the stores came together
so we could make this into a bigger project for the hospital.” Kim was
personally touched by the Angie Deeb Unit when her grandmother was
a patient in 1996.  Kim says her grandmother lived only a short while
after her cancer diagnosis, but those few months were precious. “The
staff on the unit was very caring, kind and considerate to the patient and
everyone involved with the patient. This really helps when families are
in a time of need and understanding.”

Pat Hyler, RN, is the Nurse Manager for the Angie Deeb Cancer Unit –
Inpatient and Outpatient Care.  Pat says that in many cases cancer
patients must undergo months of treatment, either making daily visits to
the hospital or spending isolation time in their inpatient room. “Patients
with leukemia get bored very easily because they are in a room and
can’t leave because they are susceptible to additional illness. We were
trying to think of ways to entertain them and keep them motivated,

because a patient can get depressed when stuck in a room for that
period of time. This gift is going to be great for our patients because
they can listen to music, watch movies or check out books.”

Aaron Kinnon, Director of Community Education and Database Systems
at the Tallahassee Memorial Foundation, sees this type of community

partnership as a win-win situation for everyone involved. “Bringing the
leaders of our local Wal-Mart and Sam’s Club stores together with former
patients and cancer survivors to work on this project will ‘enhance the
quality of life of those we serve,’ which is, in part, the mission of
Tallahassee Memorial. It is this kind of generous support that allows us
to serve and care for the people in our community.”

Once the funds for the equipment were secured, Eleanor, Cecile and
Molly went to work getting donations of CD, DVDs, video tapes, books
and books on tape and CD. Eleanor hosted an oyster roast late last year
and asked guests to bring donations for the project. “We’ve gotten all
kinds of media material donated to the unit,” says Eleanor. “Our
community is anxious to provide support.  People just want to help.”

To make a gift to the Angie Deeb Cancer Unit, contact the Tallahassee
Memorial HealthCare Foundation at (850) 431-5389.

Front row, left to right:Wally Davidson,Wal-Mart;Kim Shaw,
Wal-Mart;Eleanor Dietrich, Cecile Baker, Molly Hocking, Robin
Ealy,Wal-Mart;Ken Deberry,Wal-Mart. Back row, left to right:
Aaron Kinnon, TMH Foundation; Dawn Bishop, RN, Angie Deeb
Cancer Unit;Vickie Coats, RN, Nursing Director, Internal
Medicine;Pat Hyler, RN, Nurse Manager, Angie Deeb Cancer Unit;
Kandra Bryant, Sam’s Club;Lisa Sapp, Sam’s Club.
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Golden Gala XXIII
Guests at Tallahassee Memorial’s
Golden Gala XXIII were whisked away
on a “Journey to the Far East,” during
the annual event held on April 27.
Hundreds attended the black-tie affair
that raised money for the relocation
and renovation of the Pediatrics Unit at
Tallahassee Memorial.  

This year’s Gala honoree was Grace H.
Dansby who was one of the founders
of the Golden Gala twenty-three years
ago and served as its first chair.  She
continues to be a strong advocate for
Tallahassee Memorial and is known
throughout the region as an astute
business woman and tireless volunteer. 

Glen Frey, a founding member of the
Eagles, provided the musical
entertainment, singing crowd favorites
such as “No More Cloudy Days,” “Take
It to the Limit” and “Desperado.”

The new Pediatrics Unit will be
completed by 2007 and will serve
infants and other young children,
adolescents, teenagers and young
adults.  Plans for the expansion of the
unit include 27 private rooms for
general pediatrics and 10 private rooms
in the region’s only Pediatric Intensive
Care Unit, each with a sleep chair for
parents; an adolescent area for longer
stay patients who may need assistance
with school work or tutoring, and a
family waiting room.

Tallahassee Memorial’s Pediatric Services Finds
Support from Community Leaders, Students and

Even a First Lady

Pictured from left to right:Virginia Glass, TMH Foundation Chair;Paula Fortunas, President & CEO, Tallahassee Memorial

HealthCare Foundation;Mark O’Bryant, President & CEO, Tallahassee Memorial HealthCare;M.T.Mustian, Golden Gala General

Chair and Grace Dansby, Golden Gala Honoree.

Pictured are Gala Honoree Grace

Dansby and her husband Sherrill

Dansby.

Please see Social Studies section for more Golden Gala XXIII photographs.
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First Lady Columba Bush Visits the TMH Pediatrics Unit

Patients and visitors to Tallahassee
Memorial’s Pediatrics Unit were treated to a
special surprise when Florida’s First Lady
Columba Bush delivered gift bags to
children on April 18. Mrs. Bush, the
honorary chair of the Mission San Luis
endowment campaign, delivered the
presents on behalf of the Friends of Mission

San Luis Inc. Mrs. Bush was accompanied
by TMH benefactress Betty Bender who
also serves as a San Luis’ volunteer. San
Luis  has made a commitment to contribute
gift bags each month to pediatric patients 
at TMH.  The gift bags include a puzzle,
stuffed animal, coloring book, crayons and
activity sheets.

“Hospital stays are usually dreary, scary and
lonely, especially for children,” said Mrs.
Bush. “Bringing laughter and joy to hospital
patients is something many of us can do,
but often neglect to do. I’m hopeful these
gift bags will cheer up the children at TMH
while educating them on Mission San Luis,
one of Tallahassee’s greatest treasures, and
also set an example for others to find their
own way to brighten a patient’s day as
well.”  Mission San Luis, a National Historic
Landmark, is located at 2021 West Mission
Road in Tallahassee, Florida.  It is the only
reconstructed Spanish mission in Florida.
Visitors can explore the past through
costumed living history, hands-on exhibits,
and archaeology demonstrations. The site is
open Tuesday through Sunday from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m., and admission is free. For
more information on Mission San Luis,
please visit www.missionsanluis.org 

When more than 700 Florida State
University students danced for 32
consecutive hours at the  February 11-12,
2006 Florida State University/ Children’s
Miracle Network Dance Marathon, they
were dancing to raise money to assist in
the renovation efforts for Pediatric
Services at Tallahassee Memorial Hospital
and the FSU College of Medicine’s
Pediatric Outreach Program.

Since its inception, the FSU Dance
Marathon has raised over $1 million
dollars for the Children's Miracle Network.
Contributions from this event are given 
to Children’s Miracle Network at Shands
Children’s Hospital and are shared 
with the FSU College of Medicine to
benefit Pediatric Services at Tallahassee
Memorial Hospital. 

With the proceeds from the 2004 Dance
Marathon, the College of Medicine
purchased a RetCam II machine for
TMH’s Neonatal Intensive Care Unit,
where medical students receive part of
their pediatric training. 

The RetCam II is a state-of-the-art digital
camera that can record incredibly detailed
retinal images which can then be
transmitted to specialist ophthalmologists
anywhere in the country. It gives local
neonatologists the ability to detect and
diagnose retinal problems in premature
babies, and possibly prevent permanent
visual impairment. The RetCam II also is
used by TMH’s Bixler Emergency Center
to document evidence of retinal bleeding
in suspected cases of Shaken Baby
Syndrome. The printed digital images can

be used as evidence in subsequent court
cases and save infants from future injury.
Gifts from the 2005 Dance Marathon 
were also directed to the purchase of
Pediatric Services medical equipment at
Tallahassee Memorial.

11th Annual Florida State University Dance Marathon

Pictured are just a few of the TMH
Pediatric Services colleagues who
provide quality, family-centered care to
infants, children, adolescents, teenagers
and young adults.

Florida’s First Lady, Columba Bush, delivers a Mission San Luis gift bag to a
young patient on the Tallahassee Memorial Pediatrics Unit.



Charles B. Nam, Ph.D., says he has always felt the need to give
back to others what he has been so lucky to receive in his life.
The Tallahassee Memorial HealthCare Foundation is one of
many local charities to be honored with his generosity.

“My family was not especially well off,” he remembers. “My
father went to school through the eighth grade and my mother
dropped out in the third grade. They weren’t educated formally,
but they were intelligent and had very strong values.” Dr. Nam
says that these values, instilled particularly by his mother, taught
him that kindness should be repaid and he has always looked
for ways to do so.

A World War II combat veteran, Dr. Nam was among the last
wave of military personnel who fought in Germany. Upon his
return from military duty, Dr. Nam attended New York
University and majored in statistics – a “not-so-popular area of
study” at the time.  From 1950 until 1953 he worked at the U.S.
Census Bureau in Washington, D.C., left to pursue his master’s
and doctoral degrees and then returned to the Bureau at a
higher rank in 1957. In 1964 he settled in Tallahassee as a
Professor of Sociology at Florida State University. 

It was at FSU that Dr. Nam established his payroll deduction
charitable contribution to set up a scholarship fund for graduate
students in the Sociology Department.  “I did it and didn’t pay
attention to it,” he recalls, “but every paycheck had a
deduction.” Eventually an endowment was created through the
FSU Foundation. Dr. Nam recalls that “later we realized it was
getting to be more than pocket change and one of my
colleagues suggested the fund be changed to a professorship.”
He agreed and the Sociology Department assisted in collecting
contributions from former students and colleagues. The
endowment reached $100,000 which was matched with $50,000
from the State of Florida. “It was relatively painless because it
was built up over a period of time,” says Dr. Nam. 

“We had a lot of international students, especially from
Indonesia and Kenya, enter the sociology program. These
students came to Florida State and had immediate expenses like
housing and utilities, but didn’t have any money when they
came to school. I suggested that my endowment at the FSU
Foundation be a fund they could borrow from and pay back
without interest. A number of students borrowed from the
account and every one of the loans was paid back.”

Supporting local culture is also important to Dr. Nam. “My wife,
Marjorie, and I used to take our kids David and Rebecca to the
Junior Museum (now known as the Tallahassee Museum of

History and Natural Science)
all the time and my wife got
very attracted to it. When
they started soliciting support
from people, we became
major contributors.” When
Dr. Nam’s wife passed away
over five years ago, he
looked for a special way to
honor the memory of a
devoted wife, mother and
educator. He remembered a
conversation with Mrs. Nam
in which she jokingly
mentioned that it would be
nice if a bridge were named
after her. Today, a bronze plaque with the inscription “Marjorie
Tallant Nam Walking Bridge” adorns the wooden walkway
around the habitat at the Tallahassee Museum. 

Dr. Nam’s decision to establish The Charles B. Nam Endowment
for Heart and Vascular Services at Tallahassee Memorial
HealthCare was founded on reasons that were very personal,
yet based on fact. “Heart disease is the principal cause of death
in the United States but it doesn’t get publicity one would
expect for the leading cause of morbidity and mortality, so I felt
it was necessary for that reason. Secondly, even from a personal
point of view, I’ve done research on health and so I know
about heart disease and I know that if I look at my family
history it is the greatest risk for me.” Ironically, not long after the
Endowment was established, a physical exam showed that Dr.
Nam required heart bypass surgery.

Dr. Nam continues to practice healthy habits as he recovers
from his five days at TMH and five days at the Tallahassee
Memorial Rehabilitation Center following his heart surgery.
Although he retired from Florida State 10 years ago, he stays
busy and looks for projects to “keep me out of trouble.” He
collaborates with colleagues locally and internationally on
research projects. He is an amateur genealogist and currently
serves as the archivist for the Tallahassee Genealogical Society.
Dr. Nam has published numerous journal articles and is the
author of 12 books on population and demographics. His first
work of fiction, The Golden Door, was published in May 
of this year.

To make a gift to the Charles B. Nam Endowment for Heart 
and Vascular Services, contact the Tallahassee Memorial
HealthCare Foundation at (850) 431-5389.

T a l l a h a s s e e  M e m o r i a l  H e a l t h C a r e  F o u n d a t i o n4

Payroll Deduction Leads to a Legacy 
of Charitable Support 

Charles B. Nam, Ph.D.
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SILVER
Audrey Peaty & Associates

Back Yard Burgers
Shane Lambert

City of Tallahassee, Your Own
Utilities

Pathway Wellness Centre, Inc.
Tallahassee State Bank

Tallahassee Surgical Associates

BRONZE
Allen, LLC

Big Bend Transit
Capital City Optimist Club

Chick-fil-A

Childers Construction
Classic Shirts, Inc.

FASTSIGNS
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Frazee, Jr.

Henry Holdings of Tallahassee, Inc.
Howdy’s

Leon County Sheriff's Office
Jimmy Martin

Nick and Laura Nixon
Office Service Supply
Paradise Grill and Bar

PATLive
Premier Health & Fitness Center

Publix Super Markets, Inc.
Dr. and Mrs. James L. Rodgers

Dr. and Mrs. Stephen Sgan
Sunshine Cycles

Tallahassee Orthopedic Clinic
The Party Line

Giles C. Toole III
Winchester Financial Group

Tri-Eagle Sales
Bagelheads

FRIEND OF HOPE
Margaret Awad

Awards4U
Bill’s Bookstore
Marilyn Costa
Boni Gregory

Joe's Bicycle Shop
Mr. and Mrs. Martin F. Kelly

Mote Marine Laboratory
North Florida Women's Care

Mr. and Mrs. Ashok N. Shahane
Mr. Mason Shamis

Mr. and Mrs. Richard F. Smith
ThunderPony
Alice Vickers

Rose Marie Zaidan

Capital City Ride for Hope

Marjorie and Charles Nam

Dr. Nam’s late wife, Marjorie Tallant Nam,
was a great inspiration and influenced him
in all of his endeavors.  Mrs. Nam was well
known to the thousands of students to
whom she taught history and anthropology
at Tallahassee Community College from 1966
to 1995.  A bronze plaque at the entry to the
habitat walkway at the Tallahassee Museum
of History and Natural Science displays this
tribute to Mrs. Nam. This walking bridge –
named in her honor - symbolizes the
many bridges Marjorie crossed as she
traveled through life, touching the
intellect and spirit of the countless
students and friends she encountered.

The Inaugural Capital City Ride for Hope, to benefit the Tallahassee Memorial Cancer Center was held on June 3, 2006.
The event would not have been possible without the generous support of the following sponsors:

Story continued from page 4...
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Expand the Circle of Giving 
to Benefit Tallahassee Memorial

One of the most beneficial and valuable experiences
you can give to children is that of philanthropy.

Sharing your commitment to a cause with your children
not only creates a closer family bond, but also widens the
circle of people who care.

Involving the family in philanthropy has benefits that 
surpass providing for the needs of a particular charitable
organization.

• Giving shows children the value of respect and love 
for others.

• Volunteering with our children helps them to build a 
positive sense of self.

• Including children in your philanthropy will guide 
them down a path of wisdom, compassion and 
involvement with others.

All youth – whether they are your own children,
grandchildren or simply acquaintances – can benefit from

Paula Fortunas
President & CEO
Tallahassee Memorial
HealthCare Foundation

To: TMH Foundation

� Please provide complimentary literature on gift and estate 
planning to benefit Tallahassee Memorial.

� Please contact me to schedule a personal visit.

� TMH is already included in my gift and estate plans.

Name ______________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________
City ______________________State ______________Zip __________
Phone ____________________Fax ____________________________
E-Mail ______________________________________________________

Tallahassee Memorial HealthCare Foundation, Inc.
1331 East Sixth Avenue
Tallahassee, Florida 32303
Telephone: (850) 431-5389
Facsimile: (850) 431-4483
E-Mail: paula.fortunas@tmhfoundation.org
Website: www.tmhfoundation.org

Please Clip and Mail
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the wise guidance of an experienced adult. When
mentoring young people through the giving process,
we invite you to become involved with the mission
and vision of Tallahassee Memorial. You and your
family can truly make a difference in the lives of
others and in your own.

To learn more about Tallahassee Memorial and 
gift planning for its benefit, please use the contact
information provided below. You are encouraged 
to consult your own qualified advisor(s) before
making a final decision to proceed with any 
gift arrangements.

Your generosity will help Tallahassee Memorial
confront the challenges of the future. Thank you
very much.


